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When you think of the
name Thorbeckes , the name is
synonymous with community
fitness and wellness in
Lewis County. Thorbeckes
just celebrated their 40 year
anniversary last year and was
first started by local Centralian
Dale Pullin, who now operates
The Northwest Sports Hub.

The first Thorbeckes
operated out of an 800 square
foot weight lifting facility
in Downtown Centralia. In
the very first month over
125 memberships were sold
to locals looking to strength
train. Two years after opening,
Thorbeckes Fitness moved to
a larger location where fitness
classes and more equipment
were added. This was home for a
decade. Another club was added
in Downtown Chehalis in 1993.
Just a year later Thorbeckes
Parkside Fitness opened, located
at the current Borst Park location
through a partnership with the
City of Centralia.

In 2001 Thorbeckes
partnered again with the City

Business Spotlight: Thorbeckes

Pillar of Wellness in the Twin Cities

of Centralia and the Centralia
School District to operate the
community pool, which has
become a frequented facility

of locals, students and out of
towners alike. Thorbeckes LifeFit
Center in Chehalis opened in
2003 and boasts 56,000 square
feet and includes an indoor
tennis center, gymnastics center,
TAP (Thorbeckes Athletic
Performance) Center along with
many other amenities.

In 2016 Matt Noren opened
Pacific Sports Spa in a leased
spot at the Chehalis location.

Six months later the
opportunity to buy Thorbeckes

presented itself, and Matt and
his wife Andrea decided to buy
the business. Just as the Norens
were adjusting to owning
Thorbeckes, the challenge of
COVID-19 hit. Matt stated, “We
are very thankful for the support
of our tight-knit community
that helped us get through those
times.” Thorbeckes closed for
two months in the Spring of
2020 but were able to get creative
and moved equipment outside
for patrons to use. “If we could
be open, we were open.” explains
Noren. Some renovations were
able to be completed during that
time when Thorbeckes had to
close, which was the bright side.

Matt Noren, Owner of Thorbeckes with Efrain Sanchez, General Manager.

Thorbeckes is much more
than a gym, it’s a wellness
center and athletic club for all
ages.

Efrain Sanchez has been
the General Manager of
Thorbeckes since 2018, and
was a personal trainer 5 years
prior to that. “Thorbeckes is
here to serve the community
to promote health, wellness
and expand on that fitness is
ever-lasting, and to provide
activities that make fitness
fun.” explained Sanchez.

The newest offering at

Thorbeckes is a party space
featuring 6,000 square feet

of area, inflatable slide, rock
wall and 20 foot movie screen
which they recently started
accepting reservations for. And
opening this summer is an all
new outdoor area between the
Centralia middle school and
the Centralia Community pool
that will feature a gazebo, and
water activities.

There are 3 Thorbeckes
locations, Chehalis, Centralia
and South Bend. Find out more
at www.thorbeckes.com.

2023: Putting the Focus on Stronger Families, Stronger Community, and Stronger Washington

By Rep. Peter Abbarno

As we head into a new
legislative session and new year,
Washington needs to chart a
new course to
create stronger
families,
stronger
communities,
and a stronger
Washington.

That new
direction
must begin by
focusing on
“kitchen table” issues; the things
we talk about with our friends
and family around the kitchen
table. The increased cost of food,
cost to heat your home, and cost
of fuel. The lack of childcare.

Rep.
Peter Abbarno

The rise in crime, homelessness,
and drug addiction. And the
quality of public education.

The Governor and legislative
majority support a capital gains
income tax, wealth tax, payroll
tax, and increased taxes and
fees on the services and goods
that disproportionately impact
lower- and middle-income
families, and those on fixed
incomes, like seniors. Continued
tax increases and reckless
spending are not solutions.

On affordability, we could
reduce the sales tax, which
disproportionately hurts
lower and fixed-income
Washingtonians; provide
property tax relief and build
more homes so that young
families can own a piece of
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the American dream; expand
the working families tax

credit to provide for greater
economic security; and invest in
educational, early learning, and
childcare opportunities.

On safety, every one of us in
these past few years has either
been a victim of a crime or
knows someone who has. From
property to violent crimes, many
communities are not safe or
don't feel safe.

Washington now has
the fewest law enforcement
personnel per capita. The
need for more highly trained
officers on the street is essential.
Decade-long policies have left
Washington last in the nation.

The 2021 anti-police bills
had disastrous consequences.
While the Legislature addressed
some issues, critical work
remains - including restoring
the ability of law enforcement to
pursue suspects in their vehicles;
the need to recruit, train, and
retain officers; and provide law
enforcement the necessary tools
to keep us safe.

We can turn our state
around by prioritizing victims
over criminals; stop normalizing
the use and distribution of
fentanyl and harmful drugs;
preserving the rights of law-
abiding citizens to protect
themselves, their homes, and
businesses; and, ensure the
judicial system has the ability

- and support - to deliver
justice by stopping repeat
criminals from terrorizing our
neighborhoods.

For years, the governor has
supported spending billions
on housing programs while
housing accessibility and
affordability worsened. In fact,
Washington has the fewest
housing units per household of
any state in the country; again
last in the nation.

Many young people can’t
afford to live where they
grew up, and many seniors
are struggling to stay in their
homes.

There is a better way than
the status quo. Let’s roll back
burdensome regulations that
are preventing new housing.
The layering of costs and
regulations are eliminating
your opportunities to build
a home, build stability, and
build a future. Let’s invest
in infrastructure to create
housing. Let’s work with local
governments to open new areas
to housing and increase density.

The perpetuation of
poverty and homelessness in
Washington is nothing less
than a humanitarian crisis. Too
many are living in inhumane,
makeshift encampments in
public spaces. Too many policies
are normalizing the use and
circulation of deadly drugs on
our streets and in our schools.
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Too many children and adults
are suffering from untreated
mental health challenges.

Let’s stop measuring success
by the amount of money spent,
but instead by the number of
people we help.

Lastly, we need to truly
invest in education from early
learning to through graduation.
I routinely witness the needs
as a classroom mentor and
volunteer. I see it as a father of
two students. Unfortunately,
prolonged school closures,
initiated by the Governor,
had devastating, long-
lasting consequences. Those
decisions hurt low-income
students and students of color
disproportionately.

Test scores continue to
decline significantly. These
setbacks magnified a struggling
education system that has
already failed many students,
limited learning opportunities,
and trapped them in a cycle of
intergenerational poverty.

Now we should come
together and increase our
investment in a quality
education system that prepares
students to flourish in the
modern economy; recognizes
that every student is unique -
tinds their passion, cultivate
it, and prepares them for a
successful career they love.

It’s time to strengthen
accountability and recognize
parents as necessary and
integral partners. Education
does not start or finish in the
classroom. Education begins
and ends in the home. Schools
must engage parents as active
participants, and we must
provide them with resources
and real choices.

There are those in power who
- year after year - sell us a future
based on fear. They would have
you believe the status quo is the
best we can hope for because, for
many, that is all we have known
after a decade of the same people
promising change that never
comes.

Please See ABBARNO, Page 2
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The Centralia College

played on shared fields in

Baseball Team enjoyed
practicing for the very first time
on the brand new MultiSport
Athletics Complex on January
17. The complex includes 4
acres of fields for baseball,
softball, soccer and features a
porous turf allowing rain to
flow straight through into a
drainage system, allowing for
less disruptions from rainy

Centralia. The college broke
ground on the field in Spring
2022, and is now in use.
Finishing touches like lighting,
the scoreboard and fencing are
being finished currently.

Athletic Director Bob
Peters comments, “The
Athletic Complex will benefit
downtown, because typically

weather. our games have been on the
other side of town. I think
The Athletic Complex it will draw people into

downtown on the weekends.
People will come for a game
and then filter into downtown
to eat and shop, tying in a better
connection to the college.”

has been planned since 1999,
when the college started
buying up neighboring lots
they would need to own to
build the complex. The field
is a huge asset to the college
as it will provide a home field
on campus, boost the Athletic
Department, and help in
recruitment of athletes. The
field is state of the art and
there are only a few fields like
it for community colleges in
Washington state.

The Multisport complex will
see its inaugural Baseball game
on February 18. The Centralia
College Foundation is raising
funds for ancillary equipment
still needed for the Athletic
Complex, if you would like to
donate please contact Christine
Fossett at (360) 623-8451 or

In the past teams have foundation@centralia.edu.

Centralia College Baseball team practices for the first time on the new Multisport
Athletics Complex.

Bob Peters, Athletic Director of Centralia College stands in front of the Centralia
Baseball teams first practice at the new Sports Complex.

Bringing Tournaments & Tourism to Chehalis

An aerial photo of the Chehalis Sports Complex.

The Chehalis Sports
Complex is located in
Recreation Park and is home to
the W. F. West Fastpitch team
and Chehalis Girls Fastpitch
Association. The renovation
was made possible by The
City of Chehalis, with funding
from the State and Federal
Grants in partnership with The
Chehalis Foundation, many
local businesses and service
groups. Lilly Wall, Recreation
Manager at City of Chehalis
comments, “ We couldn’t have
done it without the community
support. The city is grateful
for the partnership with the
Chehalis Foundation, local

businesses and the community
who helped fund all of the
projects at Recreation Park.
The renovation of the Gail and
Carolyn Shaw Aquatics Center,
The Chehalis Sports Complex,
and the Penny Playground.”

Renovations started in
2019 and were completed in
2020. The fields really started
being used in 2021.The field
complex was renovated from
a dirt field to a state-of-the-art
ballfield complex featuring
artificial turf infields and grass
outfields which will allow more
scheduling of youth softball and
baseball tournaments in Spring

Flame Team photo (from Seattle) taken at the 10 & Under USA Softball Tourna-
ment held at the complex Summer 2022.

and early Summer. The city
also replaced failing irrigation
and drainage systems at the
park. The complex will also be
used for weekend tournaments
for Girls’ Fastpitch and Boys’
Baseball. Upgrading the field
complex will allow tournaments
to increase in Chehalis,
bringing more tourism dollars
to our community. In 2022,
The Chehalis Sports Complex
facilitated 24 tournaments,
accommodating 480 teams

with approximately 7,200
players and 21,600 spectators.
The tournaments brought a
minimum of 57,600 people to
Chehalis.

As a reminder to the
community, if you see
vandalism being done, please
report it so the park can stay
nice for all to use. The Chehalis
Sports Complex is located in
Recreation Park at 1225 SW
Williams Ave in Chehalis.

The Sports Capital of the Northwest

The Northwest Sports Hub
is centrally located between
Portland and Seattle in the
Historic Borst Park in Centralia.
Many people may not realize
that the Sports Hub is a product
of the partnership between
Lewis County Public Facility
District, City of Centralia,
Centralia School District and
Northwest Sports Hub LLC, to
bring economic revitalization
to the region. The Sports Hub
boasts over 90,000 square feet
of flexible competitive sports
space and over 120,000 square
feet total and is managed by
Managing Directors Dale Pullin
and Lyle Overbay.

Lewis County Public Facilities
District, and works to drive
economic growth in Centralia
and Chehalis via sports tourism
traffic by helping to market and
promote events in the region.
“The Sports Commission is a
self-taxed organization created
by hotel businesses to help foster
and develop hotel lodging.

A promoter uses the Sports
Commission to set up the
venue and lodging to create the
whole experience for visitors,”
explained Pullin.

Pullin goes on to explain
“This really is a state gift to us,
to create economic development
for the people...when it comes
to the business community,
whatever we can do to build
a conduit out to them is what
we want to do.” Looking
forward The Northwest Sports
Hub is looking to create
more experiences out in the

Dale Pullin is the visionary
and private investor that helped
bring the Northwest Sports
Hub to realization working
hand in hand with the Twin
Cities Sports Commission. The
Twin Cities Sports Commission

is a sub-committee of the

community including field

Inside of The Northwest Sports Hub.

trips to local entertainment,
historical bus tours and they
are also turfing the in-fields
currently. Sharing the same
mission The Northwest
Sports Hub and The Twin
Cities Sports Commission are
both working to make our
community the sports capital
of the Northwest. To find out
more about The Northwest
Sports Hub visit www.
nwsportshub.com. To learn
more about the Twin Cities
Sports Commission visit www.

twincitiessportscommission. Pickleball players compete at The
org. Northwest Sports Hub.

ABBARNO: Continued from Page 1
But I do not believe that.
I believe - by charting

a new course based on real

solutions - Washington’s best
years are ahead of us, and that

we have it within our power
to leave this beautiful state

better off for our children and

grandchildren.

You can help us achieve
this by becoming more
involved as business owners
and citizens. Join us for
our monthly District
20 Legislative Updates
via Zoom for Chamber
members, learn more about

the legislative process and legislation, policies, and ways
ways to get involved, and to be involved.

be ready to voice your coe

support or opposition Peter Abbarno is an

about bills that affect you attorney with Althauser Rayan
and your business. For Abbarno, LLP and represents
helpful resources visit www. the 20th Legislative District in
RepresentativePeterAbbarno.  the Washington State House of
com to learn more about Representatives.
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Blue Skies Drones
Your one stop shop for all your
enterprise, professional, and
consumer drone and aerial
equipment purchases. New and
used purchases. Rentals, Training &
Services are also available through
Blue Skies Drones. Yeah we’ve got a
drone for that!
“The Northwest’s Largest Full Service
Drone Dealer.”
209 South Tower Ave.
Centralia, WA 98531

(Centralia Point Assisted
Living and Memory Care

Here at Centralia Point, we value and
advocate for senior independence.
We strive for our residents to remain
as independent as possible for as
long as possible. Centralia Point is
an intentional space. It is something
you can see, feel, and hear. Our
rooms are designed to maximize
comfort, safety, and easy navigation.
We provide Assisted Living services
and Memory Care services, with
experience and understanding.
Assisted Living residents have ample
opportunities to socialize, adventure
and play! Our Life Enrichment
program is built around our
residents’ passions and interests. We
also treasure our chefs who prepare
three
meals in house, every day. Both the
Activity Room and Dining Rooms
are expansive in size and tastefully
furnished. Our specialized Memory
Care program keeps residents
stimulated and engaged at the
individual level; we don’t take an
umbrella approach to dementia
care. The experience is unique
to every individual. Consistency
in everyday interactions and
meaningful connections make a real
difference in the lives of those with
memory loss. Our community offers
opportunities to connect with peers
and health care professionals with
ease. Staff knows each resident by
name. Residents build friendships
with one another. The team at
Centralia Point provides a loving,
nurturing, and safe environment
where all residents are treated with
dignity and respect. Centralia Point
is more than just a
beautiful building, it’s a place to
proudly call home.

Chehalis Livestock Market

Spring is right around the corner and
so is our 1st Online Auction of 2023!
Online bidding for our March
Equipment Consignment Auction
will begin Wed. March 15th
and run through Wed. March
22nd. If you have any items you
would like us to advertise for you
please call (360) 748-3191 or email
pictures & descriptions to us at:
chehalislivestock@gmail.com.
Deadline for advertising on our flyer
is Wed., Feb. 1st.
Deliveries will start Sat. & Sun., Feb.
25th & 26th. Then deliveries will
start again on Sun.

March 5th through Thurs. March
9th - 8 am to 4 pm. Call ahead
if you have questions on types of
items we do & do not accept or see
complete details of our auction on
our webpage at clmauctions.com.
Clean, organized items only please-
NO JUNK!

On Wed, March 15th you will be able
to sign in to clmauctions.hibid.com
and register to bid, view all items,
and place your bids. Bidding will
close at 6 pm on Wed, March 22nd.
If you win a bid on items you will be
emailed an invoice on Thurs. March
23rd. Pick up and payment will
begin Sat. March 25th at 8 am and
run through Wed.

March 29th- 8 am to 5 pm.

You will be able to preview the items
in person on Sat. & Sun. March 18th
& 19th- 9 am to 4 pm. Please call our
office if you have any questions:
360-748-3191

Enjoy Great Savings Every
Day at the Centralia Outlets

Shop the Centralia Outlets for a huge
selection of our name brands this
season. With Valentine’s just around
the corner, we know you will find
something to put a smile on that
special person’s face.

Shop beautiful and fashionable
jewelry at our Kay Jewelers Outlet,
they have gift ideas to fit every
budget. Find spark-inducing gifts
at Coach for him or her with a great
selection of bags and accessories.
Looking for something that peaks
your senses? Find a variety of
perfumes, colognes, candles, and
many more gift ideas to indulge in at
Bath and Body Works.
Wondering what to buy for him?
Shop Pendleton, DXL, and Polo
Ralph Lauren for stylish shirts,
cufflinks, wallets, belts, and ties.
Don’t forget to also shop on
President’s Day weekend for great
sales on the perfect sleepwear, robes,
and slippers at Aeropostale, The
Children’s Place, and Gap Factory.
With new merchandise arriving daily
at our Outlets visit often to find the
best selection at even better discounts
every day.

Visit our website at
www.centraliaoutlets.com to see a full
list of stores, or follow us on Facebook
for more great gift-giving ideas and
updates on new merchandise.
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The Evergreen Playhouse
The Evergreen Playhouse is
pleased to announce our February
performances of The Diary of Anne
Frank February 3 -19 2023.Bring
this article when you come to the
concessions area, and you will
receive a free non alcoholic drink
and small popcorn for free !!

In this transcendently powerful new

adaptation by Wendy Kesselman,
Anne Frank emerges from history
aliving, lyrical, intensely gifted
young girl, who confronts her rapidly
changing life and the increasing
horror of her time with astonishing
honesty, wit, and determination. An
impassioned drama about the lives
of eight people hiding from the Nazis
in a concealed storage attic, THE
DIARY OF ANNE FRANK captures
the claustrophobic realities of their
daily existence—their fear, their
hope, their laughter, their grief. Each
day of these two dark years, Anne’s
voice shines through: “When I write
I shake off all my cares. But I want
to achieve more than that. I want to
be useful and bring enjoyment to all
people, even those I've never met. I
want to go on living even after my
death!” This is a new adaptation for a
new generation.
Performance dates are Friday/
Saturday nights, Sunday matinee
and Thursday February 9th is our
Pay-What-You-Can performance- no
ticket purchase required.
Tickets are $15.00 for adults and
$12.00 for seniors and students,
and may be purchased at www.
evergreenplayhouse.com. Don’t
forget to check out our volunteering
opportunities. The balance of the
season we will be performing Lend
me a Tenor and Tuck Everlasting.

Health & Hope

Medical Qutreach
Health & Hope Medical Outreach
is a free medical clinic open every

Tuesday from 5:30pm to 8pm at the
Northwest Pediatrics
Building in Centralia.
In addition to our regular medical
clinic services we’d like to invite all
community members to join us for
a special month-long event focused
on spiritual care. Each Tuesday in
February “Prayer Care” providers
will be available at NW Pediatrics
Building C for any and all prayer
needs! Whether you need prayer
for healing, or for hope during
uncertain times, we want to be here
for you. Maybe you have a friend
or family member who needs extra
prayers. All are welcome. Although
this special prayer clinic is not
mental health care, resources can be
found at our medical clinic next door
in building B. Please come and let us
pray for you!

Historic Fox Theatre
Restorations

Historic Fox Theatre Restorations
is excited to have a strong Board
of Directors who are working
behind the scenes to reassess the
full scope of what still needs to be
accomplished on the restoration,
and more importantly how much
each item will cost. As you may
imagine, we are in a much different
environment than we were three
years ago when we completed the
comprehensive restoration plans
for the theatre. The challenges
presented by the pandemic and
soaring construction costs led us
to this reevaluation of our needs. It
is difficult to return to planning
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when we all just want to be swinging
hammers, but this important work
will pay off greatly for the project.
With $500,000 in ARPA funding
appropriated by the County
(Covid-19 relief funds), an upcoming
Heritage Grant from the State,
progress on Historic Tax Credits,
and other funding sources, the
theatre project will soon be back
on track and restoration work will
resume! There is still a lot of work
to be done to secure all the needed
funding to complete our project,
but we are so encouraged with our
positive progress.

Jeremy’s Farm to Table
Meet at our venue!
Full Service
Full Bar
Custom Buffets or Off Menu
TVs, Sound System, Microphones
Intimate & Cozy to Large Rooms
Weekend & Weekday Events
Visit www.jeremysfarmtotable.
com/eventspacerental for more
information.

The Paula Burrows Team
The Paula Burrows Team brokered
by eXp Realty is a full-service
real estate team led by managing
broker, Paula Burrows. Our team
of expert agents are committed to
your real estate goals and we enjoy
being a valuable part of our local
communities!

Lewis County Residential Only Stats
for 2022:

Total Sold - 1,225 properties!
Average Sales Price - $422,378.00
Percent of List Price Received - 99.7%
The numbers for 2022 were
outstanding and show that it is
still a great time to buy and sell in
our area!! Call (360) 520-4810 or
visit www.pbthomes.com with any
questions regarding real estate and
your home’s value!

(All data from Northwest Multiple
Listing Service)

Quiznos

Need a group to feed? We've got you
covered! Let Quiznos in Centralia
CATER to you. Whether it’s your
school sports team or Super Bowl
Party, Quiznos in Centralia has

everything you need,
With over 20 variations of tasty subs
and Sammies!

Step up your gathering with our
catering. Order online at
Quiznos.com CENTRALIA
MMMM....TOASTY
QUIZNOS SUBS
136 West High Street
Centralia, Wa. 98531

QUIZNOS

.,

Walter Cuestas | Century 21
Lund, Realtors

I'm Walter Cuestas, a full-time

Realtor with 17+ years at Century 21
Lund, Realtors. I'm a Top Producer
in the Real Estate industry with
numerous awards for quality
customer service, give me a call
today. I can help you!

(360) 219-6593.

2023 Master Recycler/

Composter Training
WSU Lewis County Master Recycler/
Composters (MRCs) increase
public awareness of environmental
and social issues such as soil and
water pollution, natural resource
conservation, and solid waste
reduction, reuse, recycling, and
repurposing. If you are interested
in recycling and making a positive
impact in your community, consider
becoming an MRC volunteer.
Trainees will complete three in-
person sessions during the year, as
well as join a monthly business
meeting. Cost is FREE and you may
begin any month! The first class in
this series starts February 25th at 10
am “Know Your Recyclables”, 11 am
“Living A Zero Waste Lifestyle”, and
12 pm “Save Food, Save Money” at
Chehalis Timberland Library. MRC
volunteer certification is optional for
workshop attendees.

Join us February 8th at 5:30 pm for
an informative and interactive class
on “Living A Green Lifestyle” located
at Borst Kitchen #1, Centralia.
Learn from local Master Recycler/
Composter volunteers on how they
reduce solid waste in their daily lives.
Classes are FREE, but require
pre-registration by 3 pm on the
Thursday before the workshop. Call
360-7401212 or email Julie.Pirtle@
lewiscountywa.gov. For more
information contact Jason Adams,
Program Coordinator, WSU Lewis
County Master Recycler/Composters,
(360) 740-1216 or e-mail
jason.adams@lewiscountywa.gov.

WSU Lewis County

Master Gardeners
The Master Gardeners are busy
getting ready for their free
workshops to the public. The
first workshop is on March 11.
The workshop’s topic is growing
Blueberries. For more information
about this workshop and upcoming
WSU Lewis County Master Gardener
workshops please visit their website
at: http://lewis-mg-mrc.org.
Are you interested in becoming a
Certified Master Gardener? The
11-month training program includes
hands-on training, field trips and
course work. For more details
about the fees and training program
please contact Jason Adams, Master
Gardener Program Coordinator at
jason.adams@lewiscountywa.gov or
360-740-1216.

0 words (or less) to marketing@chamberway.com. A photo or logo gets even greater vi
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Complete Hearing & Balance
Adorne Medical Aesthetics
Academy Mortgage

Adolphsen Real Estate -
Martha Hunt

Americool Heating and Air
Conditioning

Best Life Massage

00
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Cascade Computers
Centralia Outlets LLC
Centralia Pet Resort, Inc.
Centralia Wellness Center
Chehalis West Assisted Living
Christine’s Custom Cleans LLC
Comcast

Dawn’s Delectables Dessert &
Sandwich Shoppe

Chamber Members:

Fiddler’s Coffee
Fir Lawn Funeral Chapel

Hilllier, Scheibmeir, Kelly &
Satterfield, PS

House Brothers Construction,
Inc.

iBean Espresso & Mini Donuts
J) Hamilton Realtor

Lewis County Seniors

N

Lincoln Creek Lumber
Lorri’s Tax Service, Inc.
Mudge Media

Nicholson & Associates
Insurance

Northfork Realty

NW Green Construction DBA
NW Green Homes

Pape Machinery

Philip S. Garnett CPA
PostNet Centralia
RE/MAX Premier Group
Rock to River Events, LLC
Staples
The Housing Mart, Inc.
The Kugel Company

TwinStar Credit Union-
Centralia

TwinStar Credit Union-
Chehalis

Wolf Haven International
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Congratulations Banquet Award Winners!

Dianne Dorey (center)

ToledoTel - 2022
Business of the Year

We are proud to announce
that our Business of the Year
for 2022 is ToledoTel! Dale
Merten, VP/COO of ToledoTel,
accepted the award at the
Annual Banquet January 20th.
ToledoTel was established in
1906 and continues today —
more than eleven decades later

- as a family run business.
They’ve been a member of the
Centralia-Chehalis Chamber
for more than twenty years and
we appreciate their ongoing
support. They are integral to
the rural communities they
serve. Their annual Business
After Hours is an event we all
look forward to attending.

Dianne Dorey Was Honored
With Evergreen Award

The Evergreen Award is
given every other year for
outstanding community
service. In the past the award
has been given to businesses
and individuals for their
contributions and service to
the community. The choice for
2022 was an easy and clear one

Dianne Dorey

to make.

Dianne Dorey - the
county’s recently retired
County Assessor — was chosen
for her unwavering love and
service to our community.

Dianne has been a member
of the Chamber Ambassadors
since 1999 and is a lifetime
Lewis County resident. She
has served the county as its
elected Assessor for 47 years.
She welcomed more than 125
long-term foster children into
their home and has served
in many volunteer positions
throughout the county
including United Way of Lewis
County, Lewis County Foster
Parent Association, and the
Foster Parents Association of
Washington State.

Chamber Executive Director Cynthia Mudge (left) and Chamber Chair Coralee
Taylor, CEO of The Chronicle and The Silver Agency.

Dale Merten (center) VP/COO of ToledoTel with Chamber Executive Director
Cynthia Mudge (center) and Chamber Chair Coralee Taylor, CEO of The Chronicle

and The Silver Agency.

New Chair ¢ Board Announced

Coralee Taylor, CEO
of The Chronicle and The
Silver Agency, was named
Chairman of the Board for
Centralia-Chehalis Chamber
of Commerce. She replaces
Lindy Waring who served
her two-year term under the
challenging circumstances
of COVID from 2020 - 2022.
Taylor accepted the passing of
the gavel at the 2023 Annual
Banquet on January 20.

Incoming 2023
Executive Board
Joining Coralee on the
Executive Committee is

Julie Pendleton as Secretary
Julie Shaffley as Treasurer
Lindy Waring as Past Chair

Amanda Singleton,
serving At-Large

Chris Thomas,
serving At-Large

Incoming 2023 Board
Stan Bowman with Bowman
Association Management

Trent Henning with
Riverside Golf Club

Thomas Jaurequi with
United Natural Foods Inc.

Dana Johnson with
Providence Swedish

Chris Judd with
United Way of Lewis County

Daryl Lund as a
Community Member

Jetf Malloy with
O’Blarney’s at Gibson House

Cameron McGee with Calypso

Michael Postlewait with Lucky
Eagle Casino & Hotel

Coralee Taylor
CEO - The Chronicle and
The Silver Agency

Sandra Wing with

Jill Anderson with the
City of Chehalis and

Rob Hill with
City of Centralia

Lindy Waring
Marketing Manager -
KELA/KMNT Radio

Thank you to the outgoing

Twin Cities Sports Commission board members for their service!

Brenda Belmelli
Walter Cuestas
Matt Moses

Rodney Youckton

UPCOMING
CHAMBER EVENTS

Monthly Forum
Thursday, Feb. 9
11:30 am at O’Blarney’s
221 N. Tower in Centralia
February Forum presented by
Chris Rovito, Co-Founder of
L.C. Renal Alliance.

Business After Hours

Mint City Coffee: upper floor
Thursday, February 16
5:00 - 7:00 PM
539 N. Market Blvd., Chehalis
Professional Service Showcase:
Vendors wanted! $10 to
showcase your business.
Please contact the Chamber at
director@chamberway.com for
more information.

MicroBytes Session

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Noon
Chamber Conference Room
500 NW Chamber of Commerce
Way, Chehalis
Meta Business Planner
Explained
Amanda Berg, Director of
Business Development, Berg
Marketing Group
Tuesday, Feb. 28
8:00 AM
Chamber Conference Room
500 NW Chamber of Commerce
Way, Chehalis
Marketing Tools: Canva
Graphics Tool for Busy People
Cynthia Mudge, Executive
Director, Centralia-Chehalis
Chamber

District 20

Legislative Update
Thursday, February 23
7:30 am
Meet your legislative
representatives via Zoom
for a personal update and
opportunity to ask questions.
Chamber Members Only. email
director@chambeway.com for a
link.

Ribbon Cutting
Thursday, Feb. 23 « 12:30 PM
Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting
for Complete Hearing
& Balance
1817 S Market Blvd., Chehalis

Home & Garden Show
April 14 & 15
Blue Pavillion at SW
Washington Fairgrounds
Vendor & Sponsor
Opportunities Available Now!

3-on-3 Streetball Festival
August 5 &6
Downtown Chehalis

Trails & Rails 5k Fun Run
Father’s Day, June 18
Willapa Trailhead in Chehalis
Activities at the Chehalis-
Centralia Railroad & Museum
and at the Veteran’s Museum
For sponsor/vendor information
call 360-748-8885 and ask for
Chris or email thechamber@
chamberway.com

ESCO

PACIFIC

SIGNS

SIGNS

BANNERS
VEHICLE WRAPS
FLEET GRAPHICS

360-748-6461

www.esco-pacific.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN
SERVICE & REPAIR

ELECTRONIC
MESSAGE CENTERS

Thank You for the Support of Our Sponsors!

— DiaMoOND —

\

Lewis County Lodging Tax Advisory

Committee Funds (LTAC)

City of Chehalis
LTAC

— PLATINUM —

The
Chronicle

RAINIERCONNect



